METALS AND METALLURGY                             R

Both of the races mentioned eame originally from moun-
tainoiw countries rich in gold, iron, copper, and lead ores, and
unquestionably brought a knowledge of these metals with them*
Copper in found alongside of gold ornaments and stone tools
in the most ancient Babylonian (Chaldean) ruins. Most of
the finds of ancient metals are from tombs and graves, and the
fact that ancient peoples buried with their dead usually precious
possessions of intrinsic value, possibly accounts in part for the
absence of iron in these remains.

Turning from this very ancient Babylonian civilisation to
a contemporaneous but probably later one, namely the pro-
dynastic Egyptian, 1 quote from Breasted:1 u On the now bare
and windswept desert plateau through which the Nile has hoi**
lowed its channel there once dwelt a race of men* Plenteous
rains, now no longer known there, rendered it a fertile and pro-
ductive region. The geological changes which have since made
the country almost rainless, denuded it of vegetation and soil
and made it for the most part uninhabitable, took place many
thousands of years before the beginning of Egyptian civilisa-
tion . . , ; but the prehistoric race who before these changes
peopled the plateau left behind them, as the sole memorial of
their existence, vast numbers of rude flint impl^mint^^ now lying
scattered about upon the surface of the present desert exposed
by the denudation. These men of the paleolithic ago were the
first inhabitants of whom we have any knowledge in Egypt,
They cannot be* connected in any way with the historic or pre-
historic civilisation of the Egyptians*11

"The forefathers of the prtnlyna^tic paoptM of whom wo have
historic records were related to tho Lybians or North Africans
on the one hand, and on the other to the peoples of Eastern
Africa now known as the ('{alia, Somali, and Bega tribes. An
invasion of the Nile Valley by $0mitie nwmirftf of Asia stamped
its essential character unmistakably upon the language of the
African people there* The earliest strata of the Egypt!au
language accessible to us betray clearly this composite origin.
This Bemitic, Immigration from Asia occurred in an epoch
that lies far below our remotest historical horiaon, , . . . The
most cunningly wrought flints that have ever been found among

any people belong to this age.....The war mace with pear*

1 Janitw 11 Breasted, " A Hktory of %jrpt," 1905.